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Good Friday Interactive Service
Welcome to our interactive Good Friday service. We hope that this guide, along with the accompanying 
worship service video, will help you enter into a meaningful time of worship and reflection as we 
commemorate Jesus’ final hours and crucifixion.

The prerecorded Good Friday worship service is available both as a video and a podcast. The online video 
is available at: missionhills.org/the-story-of-easter/. The podcast is available wherever you download 
podcasts. Search for Mission Hills Church Sermons in your podcast app.

Instructions

This guide provides instructions for two key elements of our interactive service: Scripture readings 
and Communion.

Scripture Readings. We have provided all of the Scripture reading in this guide. If you would prefer to 
read them directly from your Bible, please feel free to do so. A list of the Scripture readings is listed 
in the Order of Service below. During the worship service, you will be prompted when to read each 
Scripture reading. You may have one person read all of the Scripture readings or you may assign different 
readings to different people who are participating in the service.

Communion. During the interactive Good Friday service, we encourage you to take communion.  
To prepare, we recommend familiarizing yourself with the background of communion by reading page 3. 
Preparation tips and instructions for taking communion are provided on page 4. 

You may want to read these pages (3–4) prior to the service so that you are fully prepared  
to take communion during the service. 

Note that you will need to prepare by getting juice and bread ahead of time.

Order of Service

Scripture Reading 1: Matthew 26:17–35  (pages 1–2)

Communion      (pages 3–4)

Scripture Reading 2: Matthew 26:47–56 (page 5)

Scripture Reading 3: Matthew 26:69–75 (page 6)

Scripture Reading 4: Matthew 27:45–54 (page 7)
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Scripture Reading 1: Matthew 26:17–35

The Last Supper

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do 
you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. 
I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them and prepared the Passover.

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he 
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of 
Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be 
better for him if he had not been born.”

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, 
I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

[Continued on next page]
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[Continued from previous page]

Scripture Reading 1: Matthew 26:17–35 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written:

“‘I will strike the shepherd,

    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’

32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”

34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me 
three times.”

35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples 
said the same.
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Celebrating Communion

Some Background on Celebrating Communion at Home

When Jesus first modeled the spiritual tradition of communion, He did it in someone’s home. If you’re a Jesus 
follower, you can take communion just about anywhere, including at home with your family or roommates.

We hope you’ll take the opportunity to participate in communion as God leads you during our Good 
Friday worship service.

We’re going to give some really practical ways to do that soon. 

But first, what is communion all about?

The most famous story of communion in the Bible is the story of The Last Supper. It was Jesus’ last dinner 
with His disciples before He was killed. You can read the story (and if you’re going to host communion 
you’ll definitely want to) in Matthew 26, Luke 22, and Mark 14. 

The Last Supper happened as part of the celebration of Passover which was actually a festival 
that began in the Old Testament period. Jewish people would have celebrated Passover as a way to 
remember how God brought them out of Egypt and spared their lives in so many ways. If you want to 
find out more about the connection between Passover and Jesus’ death, we recommend Pastor Craig’s 
sermon “How to Know God is in Control” from last week (April 4/5). You can watch that sermon online 
at: missionhills.org/the-story-of-easter/

With Passover as the setting, Jesus took the bread, broke it, yet didn’t follow the typical Passover 
tradition. He said, “Eat. This is My body.” Then, with the cup of wine, He explained further.

And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, 
all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” 
Matthew 26:27–28.

In Luke’s Gospel, he included a few more of Jesus’ words from that evening, “do this in remembrance 
of me” (Luke 22:19). Those six words, and the Apostle Paul’s reminder in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, are the 
motivation for why we take communion together as Jesus followers. Jesus asked us to carry out this 
simple tradition to remember that He gave His life for our lives. That He was poured out to wash away 
our sins. 

Like baptism, communion is a spiritual symbol and reminder of what Jesus has done. But it holds power 
not only as a symbol, it also reminds us to invite the Holy Spirit to examine our lives and to continue to 
do His work of washing us by the grace of Jesus.

After taking communion, Jesus and His followers walked to the Mount of Olives where Jesus prayed His 
famous prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane only hours before He was arrested and eventually died so 
that we could truly live.
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Ideas for Taking Communion at Home

1. If your family or roommates aren’t familiar with the meaning of communion, consider using the 
Scriptures on the previous page to explain how it came about and what it’s for.

2. Jesus and His followers used wine and unleavened bread, but it’s simplest to use grape juice and 
whatever bread or crackers you have available. Using juice is a great way to involve children while 
also being sensitive to anyone who might not drink alcohol. If you really want to use unleavened 
bread, a matzo cracker is a great option. If you can’t find grape juice, another juice will do. What’s 
important is focusing on the meaning of this spiritual symbol.

3. Ask one person to pray for the bread and lead the group in this first part of communion. Here’s an 
example:

Hold the bread, a symbol of Jesus’ body. Jesus asked us to eat this to remember that He 
gave His body for us. Let’s pray. God, thank You for sending Jesus who not only lived for 
us, but died for us. The Son of God, who came in the body of a man, gave Himself up so we 
could live! Thank You that His body was raised back to life. Thank You that because of the 
grace of Jesus we have real life, and we can live forever in You. Amen. Okay, go ahead and 
eat the bread.

4.  Next, ask someone else to pray for the cup and lead the group in this second part of communion. 
Here’s an example:

Hold the cup, a symbol of Jesus’ blood. Jesus asked us to drink this cup to remember that 
our sins are washed by the powerful new covenant Jesus made possible between us and 
God. Let’s pray. God, what an incredible picture this is of Your love for us. You allowed Your 
only Son to literally be poured out so that we could be in a fully restored relationship with 
You. Thank You, Jesus, for giving your blood. Amen. Go ahead and drink the cup.

5.  Remembering what Jesus did while taking communion can feel like a somber moment, and that’s 
okay. But don’t forget, this is an incredible reason to celebrate. Ask some people in your group to 
come ready to share a story of something that Jesus has restored in their life. Encourage your family 
or group to not just experience the symbol of communion but to live in its truth. We are set free 
because Jesus is alive and giving us life to the full.

6.  Ask your group to reflect and share anything they felt like God might have been helping them to see 
or remember while they were taking communion.

Taking communion at home is a wonderful way for followers of Jesus to do something He asked us to, 
which is to remember what He did for us. And it’s the perfect time to thank Him for His grace which gives 
us life.

Adapted from: https://leaders.life.church/you-can-take-communion-at-home-or-just-about-anywhere/
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Scripture Reading 2: Matthew 26:47–56

Jesus Arrested

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed 
with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had 
arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.

50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus’ companions 
reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 
53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and 
clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this 
has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted 
him and fled.
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Scripture Reading 3: Matthew 26:69–75

Peter Disowns Jesus

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus 
of Galilee,” she said.

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, 
“This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your 
accent gives you away.”

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
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Scripture Reading 4: Matthew 27:45–54

The Death of Jesus

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”).

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the 
rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to 
life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to 
many people.

54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”
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