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CRAIG:  : Merry Christmas. 

 

AUDIENCE: Merry Christmas. 

 

CRAIG: Hey, welcome. We are so glad that you chose to be here with us tonight. And actually, before we go any further, I have 

a couple special guests I wanna recognize. Actually, if you’re a guest here, just know that you’re special guest, we’re thrilled 

that you’re here. But I’ve got a couple of guests who are special for a different reason. And I don’t know where they are because I 

can’t see, but Mike and Jane Romberger are in the house along with their family right here. Would you guys just stand up? We’re 

so glad that you’re back. If you’re a visitor here, Mike is my predecessor as the senior pastor here and they’re off in California, 

serving the Lord, but I’m just so, so glad to have you guys back tonight. So welcome back to Mission Hills. 

 

I have a confession to make. For the last month, we’ve been on a series here at Mission Hills that we’ve called “Christmas As 

Is,” and the idea is pretty simple, and that’s that God loves us as is. In fact, we wouldn’t have a Christmas if it weren’t for the 

fact that we kinda made a mess of things. And so we had to call because Jesus had to come and rescue us. And we’ve said that 

this attempt that we make to get everything perfect with Christmas, to get everything picture card perfect and everything lined 

up and Martha Stewart-ish kinda misses the point of Christmas. 

 

And so we’ve been embracing as a staff and as church, you know, God loves us as is, so come as you are. I’m actually gonna 

break from that just a little bit tonight because tonight is Christmas Eve, and in our minds, Christmas Eve couldn’t just be done 

as is. It had to be perfect. 

And so we worked really, really hard to put together something really special for tonight and I’m so excited for what God has for 

us tonight, and honestly, it’s awesome. I’ve done it for five times now and it’s awesome, and it’s perfect. And I think my favorite 

part of it is they let me play with these. I asked them, “Hey, would you let me do this?” Because, you see, when I think about 

Christmas, one of the things that just I love about it is the idea that the power of heaven, of sort of waiting for that moment to 

spark into life as that baby Jesus came into the world and I just imagine all that power sort of waiting. 

 

And so I asked them, “Could we do that symbolically tonight? Could you reroute a fair amount of our lighting and our sound 

system power to this cable that I would have control over so that I would have the opportunity to symbolically just kind of layout 

this moment, bring us into that moment where the power of heaven comes into life in the world through the person of Jesus?,” 

and they said, “Yes,” and they tell me this is safe. 

 

Joy to the world the Lord is... Mike? Danny? Vamp? 

 

[00:03:46] 

[music] 

[00:04:02] 

 

CRAIG: Okay. Okay. 

 

WOMAN: Hello. 



 

CRAIG: Hey. 

 

WOMAN: Hey. Open it. 

 

CRAIG: Okay. How long have you’ve been at... You know what? Never mind, never mind.  

 

[00:04:23] 

[music] 

[00:04:45] 

 

CRAIG: Man, this is a big place. Okay. Come on. 

 

MAN: Thanks, Craig. 

 

CRAIG: Yeah. No problem. So, you love presents? 

 

MAN: Ho, ho, ho. 

 

[00:05:18] 

[music] 

[00:05:28] 

 

CRAIG: It’s only two floors, right? Okay.  

 

[00:05:33] 

[music] 

[00:05:52] 

 

CRAIG: That is so not code. Okay. No, no, no, no, no, no. 

 

[00:05:59] 

[music] 

[00:06:14] 

 

CRAIG: Okay. Some assembly required, right? Okay, I’m not done... I mean, I’m done singing. Would you count us in? Merry 

Christmas. 

 

DANNY: All right. Welcome to Mission Hills. We invite you to stand and join us. We’re gonna sing. We’re gonna lift our voices, 

lift our hearts to Jesus in this place tonight. Feel free to sing along with us.  

 

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o’re the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains 

 



Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

 

Shepherds why this Jubilee 

Why your joyous strains prolong 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heavenly song 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing 

Come adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord the newborn King 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

 

[00:09:37] 

[music] 

[00:09:54] 

 

DANNY: Life with the king. Yeah. 

 

[00:09:57] 

[music] 

[00:10:17] 

 

DANNY: The First Noel, the Angels did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far 

And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel. 



Born is the King of Israel. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel. 

Born is the King that angels adore and come now before. 

 

[00:13:38] 

[music] 

[00:14:02] 

 

DANNY: Thank, God we for joy and all of creation. We join the angels in heaven for claiming Lord, God in the highest when 

your Savior is born. Peace into this earth. God, we sing you. Jesus, we sing for you. Hear our voices. Hear our hearts in this place 

tonight. 

 

You are the first, You go before 

You are the last, Lord, You’re the encore 

Your name’s in lights for all to see 

The starry host declare Your glory 

 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest. 

 

Apart from You there is no God 

Light of the world, the bright and morning star 

Your name will shine for all to see 

You are the one, You are my glory 

 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

 

And no one else could ever compare 

To You, Lord 

And all the earth together declares. 

 

BRIAN: We declare it all to you, God. We declare it all to you. 

 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

To You, Lord, to You, Lord 

 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

Glory in the highest 

To You, Lord, to You, Lord 



 

And all the earth will sing Your praise 

The moon and stars, the sun and rain 

And every nation will proclaim 

That you are God and You will reign 

 

So glory, glory Hallelujah 

Glory, glory to You, Lord 

Glory, glory Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 

 

Will you clap your hands tonight? Yeah. It’s such a pleasure to be together on this Christmas Eve. Before you have a seat, take a 

second, say hello to the people around you. 

 

[00:18:13] 

[silence] 

[00:18:31] 

 

DANNY: All right. It’s so good to see everybody here tonight. Welcome to Mission Hills. Maybe you’ve been coming here for a 

long time or maybe this is your first time inside the walls to this building. You are welcome in this place and we are so glad that 

you’re here to celebrate Christmas Eve with us and to sing with us. 

 

You know, we have some great programs here at the church. One of those great programs is Starting Point. Maybe you have 

some questions about faith and about where you fit in God’s story. Starting Point is a 10-week program. It’s gonna begin January 

21st and it’s a very conversational type of group. You can ask questions, you can engage with one another. If that sounds like 

something you’d be interested in...when you came in, there were some bulletins that you could pick up and you can sign on the 

back, you can check a box and you can start Starting Point. We would love to see you there. 

 

After our Christmas Eve services next week, we’re gonna jump in to some new sermon series, but we have a little bit of a change 

next weekend. We are not gonna have services on Saturday night, New Year’s Eve. There will be no services. And on Sunday, we’ll 

be having services at 9:30 and 11:00. 

 

So a quick recap, no service on Saturday. Sunday 9:30 and 11:00, and if you come to those services you get a special secret 

snack. This is a high motivation. You’ll be thinking about that all week. I promise. We’d love to see you next Sunday. 

 

Well, as we continue with our services, let’s take a moment and pray for our offering. God, we are grateful to be in this place. 

Grateful to be able to sing these songs that herald your birth. And God, we ask that you take this offering and use it to bring 

light into dark places, encouragement, hope. Come in to the mess, God, and bring your joy. Jesus, we sing for you and we honor 

you in this place tonight. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

[00:20:32] 

[music] 

[00:20:45] 

 

BRIAN: O holy night. 

The stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error 



Pining till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

 

Fall on your knees 

O hear the angel voices 

O night divine 

O night when Christ was born 

O night divine, O holy night 

O night divine 

 

Truly He taught us to love one another 

His law is love and His gospel is peace 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 

And in His name all oppression shall cease 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 

Let all within us praise His holy name 

 

Christ is the Lord 

O praise his name forever 

His power and glory evermore proclaim 

His power and glory evermore proclaim 

 

Fall on your knees 

O hear the angel voices 

O night divine 

O night when Christ was born 

O night divine, O holy night 

O night divine 

 

Amen. You can have a seat. 

 

[00:25:41] 

[music] 

[00:26:15] 

 

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking 

How we need to hear from God 

You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting 

Welcome Holy Child 

Welcome Holy Child 

 

Hope that you don’t mind our manger 

How I wish we would have known 

The long awaited Holy Stranger 

Make yourself at home 

Please make yourself at home 

 



Bring your peace into our violence 

Bid our hungry souls be filled 

World now breaking heaven’s silence 

Welcome to our world 

Welcome to our world 

 

Fragile finger sent to heal us 

Tender brow prepared for forth 

Tiny heart whose blood will save us 

Unto us is born 

Unto us is born 

 

So wrap our injured flesh around You 

Breathe our air and walk our sod 

Rob our sin and make us holy 

Perfect Son of God 

Perfect Son of God 

Welcome to our world. 

 

[00:28:45] 

[music] 

[00:28:55] 

 

BRIAN: So God, we welcome you to heal the broken places in our lives, to step into our mess, to work in our hearts, to transform 

us, to make this mess into something beautiful. Father, we thank you for your love, for your grace. We pray that you would speak 

words of peace into our hearts, into our minds now. It’s in your name we pray, Amen. 

 

[00:29:31] 

[music] 

[00:29:50] 

 

CRAIG: “In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. This was 

the first census that took place while Quirinius was the governor of Syria. And so everyone went to their own town to register. 

 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem, the town of David. Because he belonged to 

the house and the line of David, he went there to register with Mary, who has pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 

child. 

 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

 

There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. And an angel of the Lord appeared 

to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 

bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you. 

He’s the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you that you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

And suddenly, a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest heaven and on earth. Peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 



 

And when the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s see 

this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us about.” And so they hurried off, and they found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby was lying in the manger. 

 

And when they had seen him, they could not help but spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 

heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.” 

 

I love the way Luke tells this story. I think one of the things I like about it is the way he moves from high to low. Did you catch 

that? He starts off with the Emperor of Rome, the Governor of Syria, two very important persons and very important places. Then 

he moved to Joseph, in Nazareth and Galilee, an insignificant person in an insignificant place. 

 

But really, Joseph is the middle ground in the story. As a carpenter, Joseph is what we would call the middle-class of the ancient 

world. By using Joseph, God certainly reached low, but Joseph is not the lowest that God reached in this story, because on this 

night, on the night when the son of God took on our flesh and stepped in to the middle of the mess that we’ve made of his worl, 

it wasn’t emperor’s who entertained angels. It wasn’t governors who heard angelic host declaring the wonders of what God has 

done, that was reserved for shepherds. I don’t know what you think about when you think about shepherds, but in the ancient 

world they were at the low end of just about anybody’s scale. 

 

In Israel where this took place, shepherds might have been land owners, they might have owned a sliver of land, but it typically 

wasn’t enough even to grow enough food to care for their own families, certainly not to get ahead in the world. 

 

So they hired themselves out to more well-off neighbors watching their livestock, just trying to make ends meet. It kinda reminds 

me of what Mary said when the angel told her what God was in the business of doing. Mary, in her song that Luke reports, says, 

“He has brought down rulers from their thrones, but he’s lifted up the lowly.” 

 

I love that, because it means the Christmas story, this announcement of Jesus, isn’t for people in high places or for low places. 

It’s for people in all places. Mostly, it’s for people in the midst of messy places. 

 

I love the way that the angel invites the shepherds to sort of change their perspective. You’ll notice, Luke begins by saying that 

when the angel appeared, they were terrified and literally he says, “They feared a great fear.” And you can’t really blame them, 

can you? I mean, if you’re out minding your own business in the middle of the night and an angel shows up? It’s scary, right? 

 

I mean, that’s true no matter how you picture of these angels. It’s always interesting to me, when I look at old paintings, how 

often, especially during the middle ages, they painted angels like these really fat babies with the weird little wings. Have you 

seen those? Like, how terrifying would it be if one of those showed up? 

 

A glowing fat baby with little wings sticking out of its shoulders...that’d be horrifying! If that showed up in the middle of your 

nightly work with the flocks, you had every reason to be terrified. And the reality is that what angels really were is even scarier. 

Less creepy, but scarier. The Bible consistently depicts angels as beings of fierceness and light. 

 

And so it’s not that all surprising that they would be frightened. But I can’t help but wonder if some of their fear really had 

nothing to do with the angel. I wonder if some of their fear had to do with this glory of the Lord shining all around them, this 

light, because, you know, light has kind of a double-edged blessing nature to it, doesn’t it? 

 

I mean, on the one hand, light drives back the dark, which is great, but it also gets rid of her hiding places, and we all have 

things that we try to hide, don’t we? We’ve all got messes that we work really hard to keep behind the curtains or under the 



carpet, that we keep hidden into the dark corners, because we don’t want people to recognize the reality that we’re not as good 

as we make out to be, that we don’t have things as together as we’d like the world to believe. We work really hard to keep that 

kind of stuff out of sight because we can’t believe that if anybody really understood the reality, which is that if we’re gonna be 

honest, our lives and our souls are kind of a mess. And we can’t believe that if anybody saw that reality, that they would accept 

us, let alone love us. How much harder would it be to believe that a holy, perfect god could look at us and know us for what we 

are and still love us as is? 

 

And so, we hide it and I guarantee the shepherds were just as good at hiding as the rest of us, except, that night, because the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, all of the hiding places were wiped away, and they were laid bear. And I’m sure they stood 

there, trembling not just at meeting an angel, but with the recognition that who they were was completely exposed. 

 

And so they stood there trembling, waiting for God to pronounce judgment on their brokenness, their messiness. That’s not what 

happened. The angel said, “Stop fearing the great fear because I bring you news that should bring you great joy. And it’s not just 

for rulers sitting on thrones, it’s for everyone. Great joy for all people. 

 

Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you not to them or that guy, or that girl, to you. The Savior has been born to 

you. He’s the Messiah. He’s the Lord.” 

 

I love those titles. “He’s the Savior,” the angel said. “He’s the one who comes to rescue us from our messes, the ones that we’ve 

inherited, the ones that we’ve invented, but the reality of our messiness doesn’t put Him off.” 

 

This isn’t a Savior who saves from a distance. It’s not a Savior who stands on the dark, looking at us, trying to keep our head 

above water in the mess that we’ve made of things. And he doesn’t stand there and throw out a line and say, “Grab hold if you 

can.” No. 

 

This is a Savior who dives in. This is a Savior who comes alongside us in the middle of our mess. This is a perfectly happy to 

be born in a barn, wrapped up in rags kinda Savior. This is a Savior who saves in relationship. This is a Savior who wants...he 

wants you to know him as well as he knows you. And yeah, he does know you. 

 

He sees everything and he loves you as is, and he wants to do life with you. He said it this way he said, “Behold, I stand at the 

door and I knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and I’ll eat with that person, and they with me.” In 

the ancient world, that meal talk that was a way of saying, “I want to do life together.” This is that kind of Savior. 

 

He’s also a Messiah. The Hebrew word for “Christ,” which is in turn the Greek word for “the anointed one,” which probably 

doesn’t help all that much, does it? When was the last time you anointed anybody or even heard that kind of language? 

 

“Anointed” just means “designated, selected.” It’s God’s way of saying, “Jesus isn’t just the one that’s been promised, he’s The 

One, meaning he’s not one of many, he’s not one of several options to choose from. He is the only one. This is the child that would 

eventually grow up to say in his own words, “I am the way and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me.” 

 

I mean, let’s be honest, Jesus doesn’t have to be your Savior. You don’t have to let him save you, but don’t go looking for another 

option, because there isn’t one. Jesus is it, and he’s enough, because he’s also Lord. He’s the Lord. 

 

In the Greco-Roman society that was receiving this, the word “Lord” immediately suggested to people, “He’s the one you bow 

down to. He’s the one that you submit to. He’s the one that you let call the shots, because he’s the one who’s in charge,” and 

that’s a powerful enough title. 

 



But for the Jewish people, this word had another element. It included all that, but it had this other thing going on because, in 

the Old Testament, the Lord was the word that was used as a stand-in for God’s name. 

 

When Moses stood at the burning bush and God said, “I don’t want to know you at a distance. I wanna enter into a relationship 

with you and my people,” he gave Moses his name, but the Jewish people never uttered the name. They thought that was 

disrespectful, so they never said the name out loud. So instead, they substituted the word “the Lord” for the name of God. 

 

And so as the shephereds heard this title, the Lord, they immediately understood that what the angel was saying is, “Don’t be 

fooled. He may not look like it, not laying there in wrinkled skin, wrapped up in rags.” 

 

This is Emmanuel. This is God with us. That baby that you’re gonna find, he’s bigger than the arms that are holding him. He’s 

bigger than the barn that he was born in. He’s bigger than the world. He’s bigger than the sky and all the stars it contains. He’s 

bigger than all the messes that he came to rescue us from. 

 

And I love the fact that the angels gave the shepherds titles, but not his name. They called him “Savior,” “Messiah,” “Lord,” but 

they didn’t tell the shepherds that his name was Jesus, and I think that’s interesting, and I think it was an invitation for them to 

go and to meet him for themselves, because you can learn a lot about the Savior from a distance. 

 

You can learn that Jesus walked in water. You can learn that he gave sight to blind eyes, that he gave dancing legs to the lame. 

You could hear the fact that he took our sin upon himself at the cross and he paid for it. You can hear the fact that he rose from 

the dead three days later. And don’t get me wrong, those were important facts to understand. They’re important realities to know, 

but like these titles, they’re things that are true about him. And this isn’t a Savior who just wants you to know about him, this 

is a Savior who wants you to know him. This is a Savior who wants you to enter into relationship with him. This is a Savior who 

wants you to call him by name. 

 

And so the shepherds were told, “Here’s some information. Here’s some facts, but go and meet him.” And so they went and they 

found the barn, and they found Mary holding this little wrinkled, pink thing, maybe going through the absurdity of trying to keep 

his head up, because the maker of the universe couldn’t do it on his own. And they watched in hushed silenced for a while, and 

finally one of them, I think, must have said, “What do we call him?” And Mary held him up and said, “This is Jesus. His name is 

Jesus.” Jesus, which means “God rescues,” because that’s what he does. He comes into the middle of our mess and he rescues 

us. It’s the same Jesus who longs today to rescue us from our messes.  

 

And I cannot share the story without saying this. If you’re here tonight and you’ve never let him rescue you, then you’re missing 

the whole point of Christmas. So if you’re here tonight and you don’t have a relationship, maybe you know about this God, maybe 

you know about this Jesus, but if you cannot say that you know him, that you can call him by name, as Savior, and Messiah, and 

Lord ,then tonight is the night to change that. And unwrapping the truest and the highest gift of Christmas is a ridiculously easy 

thing to do. 

 

And so if you’re here tonight and you’ve never receive that gift, would you say this with me? Say it in your hearts to the Lord, 

to the rescuer, say, “Jesus, I’m sorry. I’ve made a mess of things.” When you can say, “I’ve sinned, that’s true,” you can say, 

“I’ve done wrong, it’s true,” but it all boils down to the same thing, “We’ve made a mess of things, and I’m sorry. Thank you for 

coming for me. Thank you for dying for me. Thank you for rising from the dead. Please, come in. Please, rescue me. Be Savior, be 

Messiah, be Lord.” 

 

And if you prayed that for the first time tonight, you need to understand that you’ve entered into a relationship, not a religion, a 

relationship that will change not only your experience of Christmas tomorrow, but the rest of your eternity, and we’re so excited 

about that. 

 

So if you’ve made that decision for the first time to invite him to be those things for you, to enter into that relationship with 

Jesus, that worship card that you came in has an opportunity in there for you to check the box to let us know you did that, 



because we would love the privilege of coming alongside you and help you figure out what it looks like to unwrap all the other 

blessings that God wants to begin building in your life now. 

 

So please, if you’ve made that decision tonight, let us know and drop it off in the boxes on the way out of the sanctuary this 

evening. But if you’re here tonight and you’ve made that decision, if you can call him by name, because you have a relationship 

with him, then tonight is an incredible opportunity for celebration, isn’t it? He didn’t just come into our world. He came into me. 

He came into you. Would you pray with me? 

 

Jesus, thank you so much. We welcome you in this place, but more importantly Lord, we welcome you into our hearts and we 

throw wide the doors and we invite you into every room. Take your place. Thank you for not minding our mess. Thank you for 

not standing at a distance and for coming in to the middle of the mess that we’ve made of our lives and rescuing us at a cost 

beyond our conception, leading to a joy beyond that which our hearts can contain. So tonight, Lord, we welcome you and we 

thank you. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

When you came in, you received one of these little high-tech gadgets. Now you’re laughing, but if you’ve ever been at a church 

for a candlelight service that didn’t have them quite this fancy, they just had the piece of paper around there... Anybody ever 

been to one of those? Yeah, you’re nodding because you remember, right? 

 

It’s not so bad in the back row. It’s the front row that struggles, because they hold them up for the longest time, and the wax 

begins to roll down there and it finds these little cracks in the paper. And then what happens in the front rows is you start to see 

some movement as the flame gets passed. And at first, you think maybe it’s the spirit of God moving in a powerful way, and then 

you realize, “No, that’s hot wax. It’s not gonna happen tonight.”  

 

As long as you follow this one rule, that is, when your flame get lit and you’re ready to pass it to your neighbor, if your flame is 

the one that’s lit, you’re supposed to just do this, not this, okay? If your flame is not lit, if your candle is not lit, then you do that 

and then it will all work out really well. Merry Christmas. 

 

[00:50:29] 

[music] 

[00:50:50] 

 

BRIAN: Silent night, Holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

Shepherds quake, at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah. 

Christ the Savior is born, 

Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

Son of God love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth 



Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 

Just the voices now, sing it up. 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

DANNY: Take a moment. Let’s lift our candles high, joining thousands of churches across the world, remembering Jesus. And 

maybe you came in here tonight and you’re just brimming with joy with family and friends and you can hardly contain yourself 

tonight. Praise God. 

 

Maybe it’s been a difficult year and you came in to this place, holding on to that lasso, looking for hope, looking for peace and 

that’s what this light represent, is the hope of Jesus Christ, God incarnate, come into our mess to give us hope and peace. Jesus, 

we remember you tonight and we honor you in this place. 

 

Everyone, please lower your candles and on the count of three, we’re gently gonna blow them out. Do not blow on them hard or 

you’ll light the person in front of you on fire, and that is frowned upon in this establishment. So one, two, three. 

 

Thank you for spending your evening here with us at Mission Hills, and we wish you a very Merry Christmas. God bless.


